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many improvements. Especially is this noticeable in the numerous 
skiagraphs which have been introduced. Revision is also particu¬ 
larly noticeable in the portion dealing with the operative reduction 
of old dislocations. In reading this book one is struck with the 
thoroughness with which the pathological and symptomatic por¬ 
tions of the subject are treated. The treatment is not so completely 
and minutely dealt with and the illustrations representing the 
various dressings are not as good as those representing the fractures 
themselves. 

Most surgeons will hardly be prepared to agree with Stimson 
in his attitude toward the position of acute flexion in fractures of 
the lower end of the humerus; we believe this treatment is now 
looked upon as ! probably better than any other. Stimson mentions 
it only casually and says nothing of Jones, of Liverpool, who has 
done so much to popularize the method. The author’s attitude 
toward operative interference in certain fractures is to be clom 
mended; for instance, in fractures of the patella he is carefu to- 
describe and recommend the non-operative treatment unless the 
surgeon having charge of the case has the skill and proper environ¬ 
ment at hand for an aseptic opening of the joint. We agree with 
him most heartily in his statement that subcutaneous suture of a 
fractured patella possesses all the dangers and none of the advan¬ 
tages of the open operation. The question of treatment in fractures 
of the spine is very thoroughly discussed and the author leans rather 
toward extension and mechanical support than toward open opera¬ 
tion. 

The latter portion of the book, which deals with dislocations, is 
very complete. We can say in conclusion that this work is prob¬ 
ably the best and most complete single-volume text-book on frac¬ 
tures and dislocations with which we are acquainted. J. H. G. 


Atlas and Epitome of Operative Ophthalmology. By Prof. 
Dr. O. H. Haab, of Zurich. Authorized translation from the 
German, with editorial notes and additions. Edited by G. E. 
de Schweinitz, A.M., M.D., Professor of Ophthalmology in 
the University of Pennsylvania; Ophthalmic Surgeon to the 
Philadelphia Hospital; Ophthalmologist to the Orthopaedic Hos¬ 
pital and Infirmary for Nervous Diseases. With 30 colored 
lithographic plates and 154 text cuts. Philadelphia, New York, 
and London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1905. 

The author’s previous atlases are a guarantee of what is to be 
expected from this one. The series replaces the clinic so far as 
this can be done. As regards this special volume upon Operative 
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Ophthalmology, after some general considerations upon the oper¬ 
ating room, anaesthesia, antisepsis, and instruments, the various 
operations upon the eye and its adnexa are successively described. 
These descriptions are clear in themselves; the colored plates illus¬ 
trate and supplement the text in the most satisfactory manner 
possible. 

The remarks of the English editor, Dr. de Schweinitz, are always 
judicious and form a valuable addition to the original. 

The book should be in the hands of every practitioner who is 
interested in operative ophthalmology. T. B. S. 


Les Cardiopathies Arterielles et la Cure d’Evian. By P. 

Bergouignan. Paris: Georges Steinheil, Publisher, 2 Rue 

Casimir-Delavigne, 2, 1905. 

An exposition of the course of treatment for arteriosclerotics 
pursued at Evian furnishes the author with an opportunity to 
present in concise form a description of the various pathological 
states which the French include under the term “ arterial cardiop¬ 
athies.” The treatment at Evian consists exclusively in drinking 
the waters of the Cachat spring, which belongs to the group of 
alkaline-saline springs, the principal mineral constituents being 
bicarbonate of calcium, magnesium, and sodium. The water appar¬ 
ently exerts its curative action through the kidneys—by “dehy¬ 
dration of the organism.” A number of experiments and clinical 
observations are quoted to demonstrate this “apparently paradoxi¬ 
cal property of the Evian water, the power to dehydrate the tissues.” 
The first half of the essay is devoted to the discussion of the symp¬ 
tomatology and etiology of the various forms of arteriosclerosis, 
and of certain questions connected with metabolism, such as the 
retention and elimination of chlorides and the permeability of the 
kidneys. The author has drawn his inspiration exclusively from 
Huchard. From him he quotes his opening sentences: “By the 
side of the valvular cardiopathies and cases of chronic myocarditis, 
having their inception in the heart and exerting their final influence 
on the bloodvessels, in which the hydraulic (mechanical) disturb¬ 
ances occupy the most prominent place and lead to stasis in various 
portions of the body, clinical medicine, inspired by physiology, 
began some twenty years ago to erect the large group of ‘arterial 
cardiopathies’ which, beginning in the arteries, ultimately involve 
the left heart and have as their most prominent symptoms ischaemia 
of the various organs and numerous toxic accidents due to early 
insufficiency of the liver and kidney. In the first the morbid process 
progresses steadily, albeit occasionally interrupted by accidents, 



